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A Brief Statement of the Rise and Progress of 
the Testimony of the Religious Society of 
Friends, against Slavery and the Slave- 
trade. 


(Continued from page 2, vol. 16.) 


In 1784, it was concluded that where any 
Friends refuse to comply with the advice of 
the Quarterly Meetings’ committee in this 
respect, they report the case to the Monthly 
Meetings, aud if the refusal still continue to 
be persisted in, after tender care and labour 
on the part of such meeting, that they be dealt 
with as “ disorderly walkers.” 

Although disownment was thus authorized, 
the object was gained without resorting to it 
in any case ; and in the year 1787, the Yearly 
Meeting states that the effecting of a satisfac- 
tory settlement for the past services of those 
who had been held in siavery was brought to 
a close. 

It appears that previously to the year 
1759, the Yearly Meeting of New York had 
manifested its disapprobation of the slave trade, 
aud that a query, “ whether Friends were 
clear of importing or purchasing negroes or 
slaves,” was regularly answered by the subor- 
dinate meetings. 

In the records of Purchase Quarterly Meet- 
ing, we find the following minute: “ Fifth 
mo. 2d, 1767. In this meeting the practice 
of trading in negroes or other slaves, and its 
inconsistency with our religious principles 
was revived ; and the inconsiderable difference 
between buying slaves or keeping those in 
slavery we are already possessed of, was 
briefly hinted in a short query from one of 
our Monthly Meetings, which is recommended 
to the consideration of our next Yearly Meet- 
ing, viz.: “ If it is not consistent with Chris- 
tianity to buy and sell our fellow-men for 
slaves, during their lives, and their posterity 
atter them, then whether it is consistent with 
a Christian spirit to keep those in slavery we 
have already in possession, by purchase, gift, 
or any other way?” It does not appear from 
the minutes of the Yearly Meeting what no- 
tice was taken of this application. 

The minutes of Purchase Quarterly Meet- 
ing manifest a continued exercise on the sub- 
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ject, by repeated injunctions to the Monthly 
Meetings to enforce the discipline in regard to 
it, and to send up regular accounts of their 
proceedings therein. 

The first minute of the Yearly Meeting on 
this subject, which we have seen, is dated in 
1771, being as follows: “This meeting, 


taking inte cousideration the state of negroes , directed, that those who still continued “ these 


being Kept in slavery, do noW cenelude that | 


those Friends that have negroes shall not sell 
them to others for slaves, excepting in cases 
of executors, administrators or guardians, who 
are in that case to advise with their respective 
Monthly Meetings therein, if attended with 
difficulty, giving to the said meeting the state 
of the case.” 

At the same meeting, a minute in relation 
to keeping slaves, communicated by Philadel- 
phia Yearly Meeting, was read, and copies 
thereof sent to the several Quarterly Meet- 
ings. The meeting also appointed a commit- 
tee “to visit them that have slaves, and see 
if there can a freedom be obtained for them 
that are suitable for it; and such as are not 
set free, suitably instructed aad provided for.” 

The committee made report in the follow- 
ing year, “ that they had attended to that ser- 
vice with satisfaction in their minds, and met 
with some encouragement therein.” The 
same meeting issued an epistle to its members, 
exciting them “ to faithfulness in supporting 
our Christian tesiimoay against selling and 
buying negroes.” ‘The meeting of 1774, 
“taking under a weighty and solid consider- 
ation the matter in regard to those Friends 
that buy or sell negroes, or otherwise dispose 


of them, so that after they come to the age of 


eighteen or twenty-one, according to their 
sex, they or their posterity are kept in bond- 
age, shall be treated with as disorderly per- 
sons; and unless they are brought to a sense 
of their error, and set such at liberty, the 
Monthly Meeting they belong to, shall testify 
against them.” 


The next year, Quarterly and Monthly | 


Meetings were directed to appoint committees 
to investigate the condition of those held in 


bondage. In 1776, the reports from the infe- | 


rior meetings state that considerable service 
had attended the endeavours of the committee, 
and the meeting renewed its injunction to the 
Quarterly and Monthly Meetings as last year, 
to visit those Friends who continue these poor 
people in bondage, and labour with them for 
their release ; and that if any are so far un- 
mindful of the sense and judgment of the 


that Friends can have no unity with them, 
whilst in that state, so far as to employ them 
or accept of their services in the church, or 


receive their collections. It was also record- | 


ed as the sense and judgment of the meeting 


5? 


be Meeting, &c., that they be informed | 


that no Friend should do any thing whereby 
the right of slavery is acknowledged. From 
the minutes of the next year it appears that a 
considerable number of slaves were in conse- 
quence set free, although some members were 
unwilling to comply with the advice of their 
Friends. At the same Yearly Meeting it was 


poor, people in bondage, should be revisited ; 
and if any are so adage. Ae iid the sense and 


judgment of the Yearly Meeting, as to refuse 
to comply with the advice of their Friends, 
that the respective Monthly Meetings to which 
they belong, deal with such as disorderly per- 
sons ; and unless they comply with the advice 
of the Monthly Meetings, by setting their 
negroes of every age free, such are to be tes- 
tified against.” 

The answers to the queries from this time, 
state the care exercised by meetings in these 
respects ; and it is evident that very few slaves 
were-now left among Friends. A solitary one 
is reported in 1784, another in 1785; and in 
1787, the Quarterly Meetings state that no 
Friends are concerned in negroes, a8 slaves. 

In the Yearly Meeting of 1781, the propri- 
ety of compensating the slaves for their ser- 
vices was brought into view, by a minute of 
Westbury Quarter, and the meeting advised 
the appointment in each Monthly Meeting, 
‘of a number of solid, judicious Friends, in 
order to perform a visit to such Friends as 
have set any of those people free; and like- 
wise to the negroes who have been set free, 
and inspect into the particular state and cir- 
cumstances of such negroes, and afford them 
such advice and assistance, both in respect to 
their spiritual and temporal good, as may be 
in their power, and endeavour to find what 
may in justice, remain due tothem.” At the 
|succeeding Yearly Meeting, it was directed 
‘that the sum or sums which may appear due 
to such negroes, be retained in the hands of 
Friends setting them free, to be handed out to 
said negroes, as they may stand in need of it, 
under the inspection of standing committees 
‘appointed by the Monthly Meetings for that 
purpose.” 

So faithfully and carnestly did Friends 
carry out these views of the Yearly Meeting, 
that in the year 1784, there appear to have 
been but three unsettled cases remaining. 

The course pursued by Friends of Virginia 
Yearly Meeting, living in the heart of a slave 
country, and surrounded by influences the 
‘most unfriendly to the great work of emanci- 


| pation, was marked by the same features of 
patient perseverance as were the proceedings 
of the other Yearly Meetings. 

The first step taken by the Yearly Meeting 
of Virginia, was the adoption in 1757 of the 
| following query, designed to forbid the traf- 
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10 THE FRIEND. 
ficking in slaves. “Are Friends clear of| “July 11.—This’ evening I was informed} ‘1 now acquainted him with the princi- 


importing or buying negroes to trade on ; and 
do they use those well which’they are possess- 


that my father had arrived. Several Jews|ples of my faith, which was the faith of 


collected in front of our lodgings, but remiain- 


ed of by inheritance or otherwise, endeavour-|ed quiet. A Jew of my acquaintance requested 


ing to train them up in the principles of the 
Christian religion ?’ 

The Yearly Meeting of 1764, advises 
Friends who are possessed of negroes, impar- 
tially to consider their situation, and as the 
reports from the Quarterly Meetings state 
that there is a general deficiency in most 
places in instructing them in the principles of 
the Christian religion ; it is the weighty con- 
cern of this meeting earnestly to recommend 
to the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings, to 
have that unhappy people more immediately 
under their care and notice ; and that they not 


me to visit my father, but I was to go quite 
alone, and without the knowledge of my 
friends. I mentioned, however, the matter to 
Brother Bellson, who dissuaded me from 
going there alone at night, as it might occa- 
sion a tumult among the Jews. I wrote ac- 
cordingly a letter to my father, in which I 
briefly expressed my feelings, and asked, 
whether he would not permit me to bring a 
friend with me; but I received no answer. 


“ July 12.—Brother Bellson and myself 


went out to call on my father. We found the 
door of his room locked. We then went 


only advise their masters and mistresses to|towards a street where we hoped to. find the 


deavours towards their education, low I kuew, above alluded to. 


Ise Some 

t also make a diligent inspection into their | 
usage, clothing and feeding, earnestly advising 
that their state and station may more and 
more become the particular care and concern 
of each individual,” 
In 1766, the propriety of forbidding its 


members to purchase any more negroes, was 
proposed to the Yearly Meeting, and the sub- 
ject referred to the Quarterly Meetings to 
consider and report their judgment. 

At the next Yearly Meeting (1767,) the 
matter respecting negroes being again resum- 
ed, “ it appears that Friends cannot at this 
time unanimously conclude upon issuing any 
injunctions, either with regard to purchasing 
or setting them free ; it is therefore left under 
the consideration of Friends till next Yearly 
Meeting, to be then re-considered ; and in the 
mean time each individual is earnestly desired 
to be very careful not to incumber himself or 
his posterity by any further purchases of them, 
but to be weightily concerned for the removal 
of such a burthen and inconsistency from our 
Society,” &c. 

The subject was renewed in 1768, and the 
following rule of discipline agreed upon: 
“The subject in regard to negroes being 
brought before this meeting, and duly and 
weightily considered, it appears to be the sense 
of the meeting, and accordingly agreed to, 
that in order to prevent an increase of them 
in the Society, none of our members for the 
time to come, shall be permitted to purchase 
a negro or other slave, without being guilty 
of a breach of discipline, and accountable for 
the same to their Monthly Meeting.” 


(To be concluded.) 


Interview between a Converted Jew and his 
Father. 


There is something very touching and in- 
structive in the following narrative, which we 
find in the Third Annual Report of the Soci- 
ety of Friends of Israel at Bremerlebe, near 
Bremen. 

The interview took place during the fair at 
Frankfort-on-the-Oder, where Neander, 
the agent of the Bremerlehe Society, himself 
a son of Abraham, met with the missionaries 
of the London Societies, Bellson and 


Hartmann. Neander reports as 
follows :— 














I looked 
around, and my heart was moved on seeing 
my old father leaning against a house, and 
looking fixedly and mournfully at me. 1 
trembled, and said to Brother Bellson, ‘ Look, 
there is my father!’ My father changed his 
posture, and went towards the back of the 
house. I followed alone; and as soon as he 
was aware of my presence he stood still, sup- 
porting his feeble body on a chest. I took 
hold of his hand, and exclaimed, ‘ Father!’ 
He was silent; his look assumed more of ten- 
derness. At last he said,‘If your mother 
saw you now, it would be the death of her. 
From the time of our receiving the distressing 
news, her eyes have seldom been without 
tears. Our outward circumstances are very 
good, but our heart is broken. Alas! whata 
child we have lost in you!” My heart sunk 
within me under a weight of sadness ; and, 
after a long interval of silence, 1 exclaimed 
nearly as follows :-—* Oh, how painful it is to 
me to find you, my parents, incapable of com- 
prehending that I have only now learnt to 
know and to love the true living God, the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God 
who is my Creator, Preserver, and Re- 
deemer.’ 

“ He.—‘ Do not speak of this subject at this 
time, and in this place, and Tisten to what I 
now command you; I will only devote one 
hour to private conversation with you; you 
may fix a time when you can come. But] will 
not go to your lodging. I dare not do so on 
account of my large family, many members of 
which are now here.’ 

“ Our meeting was fixed for five o’clock in 
the afternoon. I awaited the hour in prayer 
and supplication to the Lord. I entered his 
room ; he locked the door. He looked very 
sad, but still there were traces of paternal 
love visible in his face. Having taken a seat 
at my side, I expressed my sorrow for his 
conduct towards me hitherto—that he con- 
sidered me as a dead and lost son—but told 
him that, under the weight of that distress, 


[ found my consolation in the sure belief 


that God is my father. On this, my father 
asked, why I had embraced the Christian 
faith ? 

“ J.—* Because in this faith I have life, 
peace, and true eternal salvation.’ 

“ He,—* But what is your belief? Do you 
not believe in more than one God ?’ 


_ 


Abraham, David, and all the Patriarchs of 
the Old Testament. The Lord enabled me 
to do it with cheerfulness ; blessed be his holy 
name ! 

“ After I had been speaking about ten 
minutes, he seemed to sink into a deep re- 
verie ; we were both silent for awhile, and I 
looked up to Him who is great and mighty. 

“At last he spoke in an impressive and 
earnest manner: ‘The Hebrew letter you 
sent me fifteen months ago, and which I still 
preserve, continues to be a marvel tome. IF 
showed it also to Rabbi I ,in S . 
But beside us and your mother, your letter 
has not been read by any one. You quote 
so many beautiful Scripture passages, and 
assure us that you believe in the God of Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob.’ 

* J.—* Oh, father! If you only become ac- 
quainted with some dear pious Christians, 
you would learn, to your astonishment, that 
such are indeed children of God. These souls 
have a very great love for our Thorah, and 
are also children of Abraham.’ 

“1 then communicated to him something 
of niy own experience, which appeared very 
remarkable to him. I cannot describe my 
feelings on sitting thus close by my dear old 
father, and I exclaimed, * Tell me, father, 
do you hate me? h, tell me, that neither 
yourself nor my mother will curse me any 
more !’ 

“ He.—* We have been very much irritated 
against you; and if, two years ago, you had 
come near me, I could have stabbed you in 
cold blood; but I console myself with think- 
ing, that there are more parents who must 
make the same experience ; and after all you 
remain our child, and our heart is moved 
whenever we think of you. But your mother 
must not yet see you, without having been 
prepared for it; she would not be able to 
bear the sight of you; but write frequently, 
and I will then also answer your letters.’ 

“T could have exclaimed hallelujah ; this 
was more than I had expected. 

* Somebody knocked ; my father went and 
opened the door, and some Jews of his 
acquaintance entered. They remained silent, 
but looked at me with astonishment. I was 
much agitated ; I therefore asked my father’s 
leave to visit him again, to which he answered 
in a kind tone, ‘ Yes;’ and I left the room 
with praise and thanks. 

“ July 13.— After having preached the gos- 
pel to several descendants of Abraham, I went 
to my father. ‘There were some other Jews 
present, and my father was busy packing 
goods which he had bought. On my saluting 
him, he shook hands with me, and sighed, but 
did not speak. I asked whether [ should 
leave, as he was so occupied, to which he 
replied, ‘ If you have nothing particular to do, 
you may as well remain here; I shall soon 
have done.’ I then assisted him in packing, 
and noted down several things for him. 

« This business having been finished, he sat 
down to supper, and began to speak with me 
of the wisdom of the rabbies. He then 
asked me why I did not believe in those 
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things? And on my discussing the subject 
with him, and drawing his attention to the 
doctrines of the Scriptures, both the Old and 
New, in their holiness and heavenly wisdom, 
he did not speak for some time, until, at last, 
he exclaimed, ‘I cannot comprehend your 
faith.’ 

“ Our conversation then turned on sundry 
family matters, and he soon began again to 
lament the heavy blow my conversion had 
caused my family, &c., &c. 1 expressed my 
sorrow at thelr grief, but felt that they had no 
cause for it, it heing my full conviction that I 
shall be saved through the grace and tender 
mercy of God, as manifested in the atoning 
death of the Messiah our Redeemer. 

“ While he now sat in deep meditation, 
leaning his head on his hand, the Jews present 
began inveighing against me with much bit- 
terness and blasphemy. My father then rose, 
took my hand and said, ‘ Come, let us speak a 
few words with each other alone.’ 

“TI followed him to a large open space at 
the back of the house. When there, he took 
my hand and said with great emotion, ‘ Marc ! 
for I will still call you by that name—Marc ! 
I had taken the resolution never to see you 
any more. Myself and your mother said in 
public, ‘ We have no son more called Marc— 
he is dead!’ But I cannotgyepress the feel- 
ings of my heart; for although deeply woun- 
ded, it still tells me you are my child; and, 
believe me, I cannot bear to hear you scoffed 
at. 1 now tell you, that our heart still clings 
to you, our first-born son, who has cost us so 
mach, Go, therefore, now, and come again 
to-morrow evening, that we may take leave of 
each other ; but give me a letter to take with 
me to your mother, and say only that you be- 
lieve in the God of our fathers.’ He ceased, 
and his eyes filled with tears. I could have 
sunk down, I was so agitated ; [ could only 


his arms. 


ed, and do you feel happy in your faith? I 
know that [ cannot induce vou to become a 
Jew again. If that were possible, my letter 
and my paternal promises would have effected 
it two years and a half ago.’ 

“T again declared to him my happiness in 
Christ Jesus our Lord; and we then parted 
cheerfully. 

“ The 14th, in the afternoon, I met my 
father alone. He took the letters for my re- 
lations. He was very much occupied, and 
seemed rather reserved. I felt very much 


depressed. After some conversation, we em- 
braced each other, and pated with tears. My 


last words to him were, ‘I will remember you, 
dear father, before the throne of God !’ ”"— 
Jewish Intelligence. 


Chloride of Lime.—The disaffecting pro- 
perties of this article are universally known ; 
but it ig not so generally known as it ought to 
be, that a large spoonful of it dissolved in a 
cup of water, and poured into vessels to be 
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For “The Friend.” | melioration of our kind, which reject these 


Chief Justice Hornblower’s Charge. 


great truths, will fail in their object: with 
whatever confidence their promises may be 


At a time when the press is so industrious | put forth, the end will show them to be illu- 


to throw before the world a mass of publica- 
tions, whose distinguishing trait is their light- 
ness and entire destitution of any thing calcu- 
lated to strengthen and invigorate the mind, 
by furnishing it with food convenient for it, 
and the conscientious reader is continually 
shocked with the promulgation of false views 
of life, that must of necessity lead to serious 
errors.in practice ; it is really cheering, occa- 
sionally, to come across an article, perhaps 
where we have not been looking for it, of quite 
an opposite character. Many, no doubt, feel 
and deplore this mischievous tendency of the 
abundant light reading pf the day, and are 
willing, when occasion offers, to give their 
influence to its discouragement, as well as to 
show their repugnance to the false views of 
life, so frequently and so boldly advanced. 
There is a high responsibility resting upon 
the consciences of men, whose standing in 
society gives them more than an ordinary 
influence, to be exerted for good or for evil. 
We are perhaps too prone to indulge in dis- 
couraging views in relation to things around 
us, and thereby neutralise qualifications for 
usefulness, that might otherwise be brought 
actively into operation. It wef@ well to re- 
member, that if we would remedy an evil—if 
we would encounter difficulties which are only 


to be overcome by severity and patience of 


labour, we must commence our efforts with a 
| mind buoyed up, and invigorated with hope, 
;and pursue them with a steadiness of purpose 

that is ever incompatible with the drowsy 





despair. 


It has been said that any system of religion 
exclaim, ‘ Father! my father!’ and fell into| will gain proselytes, however preposterous 
may be its pretensions and its dogmas, whose 
* At last he began again in a low voice, | master spirit will boldly, and fearlessly, urge 

‘ But tell me candidly, are you really content. | it before the public. Novelty and excitement 
are food for the unstable, and fanaticism, 
alas! will not soon cease to find followers. 
There are some delusions so palpable, and 
which whirl their victims so rapidly in their 
career, that their absurdity is soon discovered, 
| and having nothing solid to rest on, are quickly 
abandoned. There are others, however, which, 
though not less certainly of the same charac- 

ter, are more specious in their presentations, 

and professing to aim at the perfectibility of 

our species by a reliance upon, and an improve- 

ment of our reason, are eminently calculated 

to catch the unwary, as well as those who 

delight in a philosophy, which has in fact no 

just pretensions to the name, but which per- 
suades its followers to believe they are wise 

above that which is written, when as yet they 

really know nothing at all, as they ought. 

Sapping the religion of the Bible—putting 

aside the cross of Christ, and discarding the 

natural depravity of the human heart; they 

take shelter under a self-sufficiency, that is at 

enmity with the revelations of Holy Scripture, 

and contradictory to the whole history of} religion. But he forcibly warns his hearers 


used in the chamber of sickness, will com-| man. 


pletely prevent any disagreeable odour. 




















movements of one, whose energies are para- 
lised by the prevalence of discouragement or 


sory; they are not engraved on the rock; 
they are only sketched on the shifting sand. 
Rationalism or Fourierism, or any other of the 
numerous schemes of our day, put forth by a 
shallow philosophy, which relies upon the 
strength of its own arm, so far from assisting 
us to the attainment of that happiness to which 
all aspire, will only lead us still further into a 
labyrinth of darkness, and wrap us more tho- 
roughly in his web, who is a liar from the be- 
ginning, and who is perhaps never better 
pleased than when he can buoy up the hearts 
of his followers with a belief, that to their own 
unassisted reason, they are indebted for supe- 
rior atlainmeats, as they think, in religion, and 
in the great art of living wisely. It is in the 
nature of error to labour blindly ; and hence, 
while thinking to effect some great purpose, it 
is really only entwining its victim more and 
more firmly in the web of its own delusions. 

These brief observations have been induced 
by a charge lately delivered by Joseph C. 
Hornblower, Chief Justice of New Jersey, to 
a grand jury of that State. The bench of 
New Jersey has long been distinguished for 
the high character.of its occupants. The de- 
cisions of its Supreme Court, will not suffer in 
comparison with those of any other State in 
the Union, either.as regards the soundness of 
the legal principles laid down, or the lucid- 
ness and chasteness of style, in which those 
principles are embodied. As a successor to 
Kinsey, Kirkpatrick, and the late lamented 
Ewing, whom all that knew him, loved, and 
venerated, the present incumbent does them 
no discredit. 

“ The world, at this day,” says the Chief 
Justice, “ is full of expedients for improving. 
and meliorating the condition of society. We 
have the socialists, the rationalists, and the 
transcendentalists, each in their turn, incul- 
cating their peculiar doctrines, and by some 
new and wonderful discovery, about to en- 
lighten the world—renovate the earth, and ele- 
vate human nature above the wants, the woes, 
and the vices which have so long afflicted 
mankind.” According to some of these new 
theories, we have hitherto been living in igno- 
rance of our own nature, and destiny and du- 
ties ; we have been groping and —s in 
the dark, and only “ struggling for that light 
which is just now bursting upon the world, 
from the capacious minds” of the great apos- 
tles of reason. An idea of speaking slightly 
or disrespectfully of learning, is of course, en- 
tirely disclaimed by the judge. The labours 
of “ the astronomer, the geologist, the chem- 
ist, the historian, and the traveller,” he re- 
cognizes as calculated to “ enlighten and ex- 
pand our minds, on the great subjects connect- 
ed with the well-being of the world,” and may 
instructively remind us of “ Him who is the 
uncreated source of all light and life,” and may 
assist to ‘“* harmonise our minds and feelings 
with the revelations and doctrines” of our holy 


of the dangers that may result from those 


We entirely believe that any plans for the |“ visionary schemes of social improvability 
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which are unsettling the hopes of men—pois- | guised with high pretensions of human obliga-| _ Having received his printing materials from 


oning the fountains of domestic peace, and |tions, and human happiness.” 


undermining the very foundations of our reli- 
gion and our liberties,” and assures them, that 
however high in intellectual attainments any 


We have already, we fear, too long tres- 
passed upon the columns of “ The Friend,” or 


may be, they can teach nothing truly useful|ter ourselves would be found interesting. 
and valuable to man in relation to his hopes of | Enough has already been given to show that 


futurity, that is not based upon the revelations 
of the Divine will. “ All else,” says he, 
“however specious and brilliant, is little, if 
any thing more than the result of infidel phi- 
losophy and scholastic pride.” He further 
says, “‘ why will men forever be seeking some 
panacea for the evils of life, in the abstruse 
researches of metaphysics and philosophy, 


views corroborative of our own, on the great 
fundamental truths of the gospel, may be 
|traced in the convictions of men, who, though 
not of “ this fold,” have yet evidently been 
taught in the school of Christ, and are not to 
be carried away by every wind of doetrine ; 
and whose reliance is not upon a philosophy 
of rationalism, but upon that soberness and 


when we have in the Bible a wiser and holier |truth, which are.never at variance with the 


rule of action than the wisdom of man ever 





doctrines of the Bible, nor with the revelations 


conceived, and in fewer words than all the |of the Holy Spirit. T. 


learning of the schools ever compressed the 
wisest of their maxims; ‘* Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them.’ This is emphatically the golden rule. 
It is universal in its application: * * * * 
it lies at the foundation of our jurisprudence, 
legal and equitable, civil and criminal, and if 
acted on, would do more to purify society, and 
elevate man to his true dignity, than all the 
learning of the schools, and the vain philoso- 
phy of the world.” It would “ smooth down 
the asperities of life,” says he, “ mitigate the 
sorrows incident to humanity,” and in its 
“ tendency to sweeten the springs of domestic 
enjoyment,” we have a powerful guaranty that 
it would strengthen the bonds of the social 
compact. 

We have merely given a little synopsis of 
this Charge, to show its bearing, and to hold 
up to view the sentiments of one, whose posi- 
tion commands respect, and should give influ- 
ence to his virtue. His remarks, he acknow- 
ledges, may be out of the usual course of judi- 
cial addresses; but “1 am persuaded,” says 
he, “ they are not inappropriate to the age in 
which we live, the occasion upon which we 
have assembled, and the duties upon which we 
are about to enter.” He further observes, and 
we think with entire appropriateness, “ in this 
day of novelty, and excitement, when all the 
powers and elements of mind in the literary, 
political, and religious departments of life 
seem to be in commotion, it is well for us to 
pause, and recur for a moment to first princi- 
ples, that we may see where we stand in this 
great conflict, and return, if we have wandered 
from the good old ways of Truth, and common 
sense.” 

The readers of “The Friend” can very 


generally, we trust, unite in the following sen- | 


timent fearlessly avowed by the Chief Justice. 
“T for one have no confidence in these vision- 
ary theorists—those philosophic and intellec- 
tual benefactors of mankind, who are framing 
for us new principles of association and go- 
vernment, under the blessed influences of 
which, offences are to cease, and men to be- 
come peaceful and harmless as doves. They 
are but weakening the bonds of society, and 
promoting an impatience of restraint, and a 
spirit of restlessness and discontent among the 
less informed, and more vicious of society. 
Their doctrines are nothing less than rank 
infidelity—the more dangerous because dis- 


For “ The Friend.” 
ANTIQUARIAN RESEARCHES 


further extracts might be made, which we flat- | 


England, William Bradford was now ready to 
‘carry -on business. On the minutes of the 
Quarterly Meeting of Philadelphia, under date 
of the 7th of Fourth month, 1686, I find the 
‘following minute: “ An Epistle from John 
Burnyatt was read, and committed to the 
printer, who will print one hundred within a 
week ; and the Monthly Meetings of this Quar- 
terly Meeting are to pay 5s. for each meeting, 
which is the full for one hundred.” There 
were then three Monthly Meetings belonging 
to the Quarterly Meetings, consequently he 
was to receive 15s. for his hundred copies. 

| ‘Towards the close of 1686, the following 
publication was issued from William Brad- 
ford’s press. “ An Almanac for the year of 
ithe Christian account 1687, particularly res- 
pecting the meridian and latitude of Burling- 
ton, but may indifferently serve all places ad- 
jacent. By Daniel Leeds, student in agricul- 
ture. Printed and sold by William Bradford, 


Among the Early Printers and Publishers of near Philadelphia, in Pennsylvania, pro Anno 


Friends’ Books. 


(Continued from page 415, of vol. 16.) 


The first work written by a member of the 
Society of Friénds, which was printed in 
America, was probably also the earliest pro- 
duction of the press in Pennsylvania. A copy 
of it now lies before me. It is a quarto of 
four pages, of which the following is the title, 
“ An Epistle from John Burnyeat to Friends 
in Pennsylvania; to be dispersed by them to 
the neighbouring provinces, which, for conve- 


nience and despatch, was thought good to be | 


printed, and so ordered by the Quarterly 
Meeting of Philadelphia, the 7th of the 
Fourth month, 1686.” 
Epistle, we find it was “ printed and sold by 
William Bradford, near Philadelphia, 1686.” 

William Bradford was born in Leicester, 
England, about the year 1659. He was placed 
as an apprentice to learn the printing business 
with Andrew Sowle in London. Whilst in 
this situation, he appears to have been con- 
vinced of the truth of the principles held by 
Friends, and was admitted into membership 
among them. Shortly after he was of age he 
married Elizabeth Sowle, a daughter of his 
late master, and then came over to America, 
to see if way would open for their comfortable 
livelihood here. This was in 1682 or 1683. 
What business he first turned his attention to, 
we have no means of ascertaining, but having 
concluded to make this country his home, his 
| wife came over and joined him. This, say his 
biographers, was in the next year. A certi- 
ficate from Devonshire-house Meeting, of Lon- 
don, recommending William Bradford, and 
Elizabeth his wife, as members of the religious 
Society of Friends, was read in Philadelphia 
Monthly Meeting, held Eleventh month 4th, 
1685, and accepted. They were not, however, 
settled in Philadelphia, but in Oxford town- 
ship; and belonged to Oxford Monthly Meet- 
ing, which then embraced a meeting at Taco- 
ny, (Frankford creek,) and one at Poquesing,* 
afterwards called Byberry. 








* His biographer, Isaioh Thomas, supposes, as his 
imprint says near Philadelphia, that he might have had 


At the end of the | 


1687.” A copy of this work is still in exist- 
ence, and may be seen by the curious in such 
matters, pasted in the back end of a black let- 
ter Bible, folio 977, in the Philadelphia Li- 
brary. It is printed on a broadside sheet of 
paper, divided into twelve parts for the several 
jmonths. At thg bottom of the sheet is a 
short explanation of the Almanac, then an 
account of the eclipses for the year, part of 
'which I shall here insert. “I find there will 
ibe two eclipses happen this year, and they are 
‘both of the sun. The first will be the first 
day of the Third month, about seven in the 
|morning, and may be seen by us, if the clouds 
|hide not. I judge it will be a great eclipse, 
especially to some people.” After this is given 
\the times of holding courts and fairs at Bur- 
lington and Philadelphia, and short rules in 
husbandry, and the whole concludes with these 
lines. 





Mind modest reader what thou findest amiss,— 

But let the author know what fault it is ;— 

All men have erred since Adam first transgressed ;— 
If I commit no fault, I’m one of the best. 

But here my comfort is, though I offend, 

I to my faults can quickly put an end. 


William Bradford, not wishing to lose so 
good a chance for an advertisement, adds to 
his imprint the following. ‘ There is now in 
the press, ‘The excellent privilege of liberty 
and property ;’ to which is added, ‘ A Guide 
for the Grand and Petit Jury.’ I have a copy 
of this book, but whether published in 16>6 

lor °7, I cannot tell, for the printer has given 
it no date. It contains :— 

I. Magna Chartg, with a learned comment 
upon it. 

II. The confirmation of the Charter of the 
Liberties of England, and of the Forest, made 
in the thirty-fifth year of Edward the First. 

III. A statute made the 34th Edward I. 
commonly called De Tallegio non Conceden- 
do; wherein all fundamental laws, liberties 





his press at Burlington, or at Chester, or at Kensing- 
ton. That his residence was in the limits of Oxford 
Monthly Meeting, is proved by the fact, that in the 
Tenth mo., 1686, he was sent a representative from that 
mecting tothe Quarterly Meeting at Philadelphia. 
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s are confirmed: with a comment 


and custom 
upon it. 

IV. An abstract of the patent granted by} 
the king to William Penn, and his heirs and 
assigns, for the province of Pennsilvania. 

V. And lastly, The Charter of Liberties 
granted by the said William Penn to the free- 
men and inhabitants of the Province of Penn- 
silvania, and territories thereunto annexed, 
in America. 

Daniel Leeds, having prepared an almanac 
for the year 1688, it was printed during 1687, 
by William Bradford. In imitation of the 
Almanacs published in England, Daniel had 
added some light, foolish and unsavoury para- 
graphs, which gave great uneasiness and 
offence to Friends of Philadelphia. It would 
appear also that it must have been in ridicule 
of the Society, for we find at their Quarterly 
Meeting held Tenth month 5th, 1687, it was 
ordered and directed “ that William Bradford, 
the printer, do show what may concern 
Friends or Truth before printing to the Quar- 
terly Meeting of Philadelphia; and if it require 
speed, then to the Monthly Meeting where it 
may belong.” They also, by minute, directed 
William Bradford to bring in all the Alma- 
nacs, not sold, to the house of Thomas Budd ; 
and that he may endeavour to call in those 
that had been circulated. This direction 
William Bradford obeyed ; and the meeting 
afterwards paid him £4 as the value of the 
copies thus destroyed. The meeting having 
been informed that Edward Eaton (a member 
of Philadelphia Meeting) had prepared an 
Almanac for that year, appointed “ Jobn 
Eckley, John Skelson, Samuel Richardson, 
and Samuel Carpenter, to view and peruse it, 
on behalf of the meeting, before it goes to be 
printed.” A copy of Katon’s Almanac, I do 
not suppose is now extant. 

Daniel Leeds, the author of the suppressed 
Almanac, was then a member of the Society| “ The fourth of First month, 1753, my com- 
of Friends, although not a consistent one. He} panion [William Brown of North America,] 
afterwards joined with Keith, and was for| resting a few days, | was at Spiceland, where 
many years a fierce and bitter opponent of his| were Mercy Bell and ber companion Phebe 
former fellow-professors. He continued to| Cartwright: here I was made acquainted 
issue his Almanac, and made it the vehi-| with these Friends’ concern, to goto the mar- 
cle for disseminating his false reports, and ket-place, and street adjacent in Exeter, which 
angry invectives. In 1687, however, he was| bowed my spirit. I was baptized with them, 
not prepared to break with his Friends, and | and encouraged them to faithfulness. We 
therefore thought fit to apologise for his con-| spent the evening ina solid frame of mind, 
duct in composing the Almanac which had under the consideration of this weighty exer- 
given them uneasiness. For this purpose he | cise: it appeared to me in such a manner, as 
prepared a note of which this is a literal] made me apprehend that it was my duty to 
copy. accompany them; and my companion assent- 


ing thereto, I freely gave up, not without first 
* Friends at Philadelphia Meeting. 


weighing it well, fearing, by being too for- 
: ward, I might rather hinder the service ; and 

“ Concerning my Almanae lately published, ee ake a 
and by you disapproved, I say this, that 


knowing that the Almighty was as sufficient 
although what is therein be not unsuitable for 


to work by one (inasmuch as it washis will to 

; work instrumentally) as by a thousand. Thus 

an Almanack, barely considered; yet I doe y) y . 
believe there are some particulars in it that 


secretly desiring to be directed aright, a feel- 
are too light and airy for one that is a Chris- 


ing sense opened to go, which | believe was 
tian indeed. And I hope fortime to come to 


strengthening to them. 
wright more seriously ; and also I intend pub- 


“ On the fifth in the morning, accompanied 
Willi Th , we set 
liqly to signify as much in the next Almanack by Wenge T homed Byrd, we ont eau 
I doe wright. Thus much from me, who am 


got to the throng of the market between 
your friend, whilst I am my own. 





[Since the above was in type, I have disco- 
vered the following in the “Colonial Records,” 
hich proves that William Bradford printed 
an almanac in 1685, for the year 1686. 

*“ At a meeting of the Councill in the Coun- 
cill Roome In Philadelphia y*9™ 11 Mo., 
1685 

“ Present : 

“ Capt. Thomas Holmes, Prest. 

“ Chris. Taylor, William Southeby, Wm. 
frampton, Wm. Markham, Secre. 

“The Secretary Reporting to ye Councill 
that in ye Chronologie of ye almanack sett 
forth by Sam" Atkins of Philadelphia & Print- 
ed by Wm. Bradford, of y* same place, there 
was these words, (the beginning of Govern- 
ment here by ye Lord Penn,) the Councill 
sent for Sam" Atkins, & ordered him to blott 
out y* words Lord Penn ; & likewise for Wm. 
Bradford, ye Printer, and gave him Charge 
not to print any thing but what shall have 
Lycence from y* Councill.”] 

(To be continued.) 





For “ The Friend.” 
ANN MERCY BELL. 
(Concluded from page 7.) 


The same year that Ann Mercy Bell per- 
formed the service in London, which we have 
just finished perusing, she was similarly en- 
gaged in Exeter. Of her services in the lat- 
ter place, Samuel Neale gives the subjoined 
account, which will terminate our notice of 
this cross-bearing follower of her crucified 
Lord. May the fresh ability which was af- 
forded her in every time of need, prove an 
encouragement to deeply-tried ministers and 
others, should unusual fields of labour be open- 
ed to their view ; and may they move only in 
that Light which enabled:her to make straight 
steps to her feet. 


twelve and one o’clock : after a time of silence, 
Mercy Bell was concerned in fervent supplica- 
tion for aid and strength to fulfil what she 
thought to be her duty. We then walked up 


Danret Leeps.” 
“ Burlington, Sth of Twelfth month, 1687,” 


13 


tto the market-place, where she delivered what 
was on her mind: her companion was like- 
wise concerned to warn the people to repent, 
for the day of the Lord came as a thief in the 
night. ‘hey proceeded through the street, 
and often stopped ; the people flocked about us 
in great numbers, and many were reached ; 
and although there were divers hardened and 
stiff-neeked, yet, in general, they listened with 
attention and soberness. ‘Thus these Friends 
continued about three hours, regardless of the 
contempt and mocking of the profane. The 
word being in my heart, was put into my 
mouth, and I exhorted them to turn to the 
Lord, and he would have mercy, but if they 
forsook him and lived a life of unrighteous- 
ness, they would, with the nations of all those 
that forget God, be turned into misery: and, 
for thus bearing my testimony for the truth 
of my God, I had the reward of sweet peace. 
“ We appointed a meeting for the inhabitants 
to begin at five o’clock, which was very la rge ; 
and, as ability was given, we declared the 
Truth. M. Bell had an open time amongst 
ther, to the satisfaction of most, if not all pre- 
sent, and the meeting concluded with suppli- 
cation and praise to Him, who fits and quali- 
fies for every work and service. In this city, 
there are some professing the blessed Truth, 
who are like the rulers of old, that believed, 
but did not confess, because they loved the 
praise of men more than the praise of God.” 


— 
For “ The Friend.” 
WHAT DAVID DID. 


“What David Did: A reply to the Queen’s 
Letter. Contuining reasons for not urging 
upon the Parishioners of Hinton Charter- 
house, a collection in behalf of the Society 
Sor the building of Churches. By the Rev. 
Thomas Spencer, M. A.., Perpetual Curate 
of Hinton Charterhouse, near Bath, and 
late Fellow of St. John’s College, Cam- 
bridge.” 


The above is the title of a pamphlet re- 
jcently received through the kindness of a 
| friend in England. ‘The author has rendered 

himself somewhat conspicuous by the bold and 
independent manner in which he has laboured, 
| through the medium of the press, to expose 
and reform the injustice, extortion and prodi- 
gality of the British government, and also of 
the * Church of England,” in which he is an 
“ ordained” minister. 

A few years ago a society was formed, with 
the sanction and patronage of that government 
jto collect funds for, and to promote the erec- 
‘tion of “ churches;” the ostensible motive 
being, to accommodate greater numbers with 
places for worship, which would necessarily 
supply the means for conferring benefices on 
some of the needy expectants of the “church,” 
who look to her to obtain for them the where- 
with-all to live. It would appear that letters 
were annually sent to the “ clergy” of every 
parish, urging them to use their influence 
among their congregations, in promoting the 
collection of money for this, and two or three 
other favourite projects; which the author of 
the pamphlet had declined to do ; and the last 











THE FRIEND. 








circular of the bishop of his diocese containing 
the sentence, “ if no collections are made, you 
will be pleased to inform me by letter of the 
circumstance, and the causes of it,” he has 
put the pamphlet forth as his reply; it is ad- 

dressed to “‘ Her Majesty’s Ministers.” 

I have thought a few extracts therefrom 
may not be uninteresting to the readers of 
“The Friend,” not only as exhibiting in part | 
the enormous evils existing in a professed 
Christian church; but also as showing that 





men who have gone out to New Zealand or 
elsewhere, as the first bishops, and although 
their salary may at first be small, when com- 
pared with the incomes of our bishops at home, 
yet past experience leads me to expect that 
they will soon cause divisions amo the 
Christians of those colonies, and will acquire 
wealth by the impoverishment of the colonies 
| from whenee their revenues will ultimately be 
demanded, And with respect to the present 
appeal in behalf of more churches, besides the 


more correct views upon church government, | danger of their pulpits being occupied by men 
and the imposition of a hireling priesthood, are | who set up the form of godliness whilst they 
gradually gaioing ground, deny the power thereof, | do not consider that 
“| have received the queen’s letter, signed | the great want of our nation is that of more 
by her majesty’s command, by the secretary | churches; and, if it were, I do not consider 
of state, calling upon this parish for a collec- | this as the best means of supplying that want. 
tion in aid of the Society for the Building of| The people are suffering through want of their 
Churches, and requiring that ‘the ministers in | daily bread, and the calls of hunger must be 
each parish do effectually excite their parish-| attended to, or they will not believe that we 
ioners to a liberal contribution, which shall be | seek their welfare. ‘ True it is,’ says the judi- 
collected in the several churches immediately | cious Hooker, ‘ that the kingdom of God must 
after Divine service, and in the course of the} be the first thing in our purposes and desires. 
week following at the dwellings of the several | But, inasmuch as righteous life presupposeth 
inhabitants, by the church-wardens and over- | life ; inasmuch as to live virtuously it is im- 
seers of the poor, assisted as far as may be, by | possible unless we live; therefore the first 
the ministers and such other respectable in- | impediment which naturally we endeavour to| 
habitants as may be prevailed upon to attend | remove is penury, and want of things without 
for that purpose.’ I have also received a let-| which we cannot live.’ If in every church 
ter from the Bishop of Bath and Wells, in| already existing, justice to the people, were 





which he says,‘ You will, I trust, take care 
to enforce the claims of the society to support 
by reference to these facts, as stated in the 
queen’s letter, as well asin the statement from 
the society accompanying this letter, and to! 
excite the liberality of your parishioners by 





your exhortations in the church, by the exer- 


advocated ; if those who offer to the people 
charity to keep them quiet, instead of equit- 
able laws which would allow free scope to their 
industry, were rebuked for their fully or their | 
hypocrisy; if as Moses and Aaron once stood | 
between the enslaved Israelites and their op- 
pressors, the people now saw in every clergy- 








———— —— $$ 


church property, but stewards holding it in 
trust for the benefit of the people. ‘ We preach 


fot ourselves,’ said the Apostle Paul, * but 


Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves, your 
servants, for Jesus’s sake.’ To serve them 
was his delight; their money he received 
unwillingly ; and sometimes he refused it. 
Thus, he says,‘ What is my reward then? 
Verily that, when I preach the gospel, I may 
make the gospel of Christ without charge, that 
1 abuse not my power in the gospel. For 
though I be free from all men, yet have I 
made myself servant unto all, that I might 
gain the more.’ As a minister of the church, 
therefore, I am a servant of the people; and 
my duty is to make that church subservient 
to the best interests of the people for whom 
alone it exists.” 

‘IT am not aware of any law that prevents 
me from advocating any improvement either 
in the church or in the state. I never promis- 
ed to defend the wealth of the church, or to 
prevent its better appropriation. I never pro- 
mised that I would not adyocate the election 
of the clergy by their congregations; or the 
redueing of the prelates to the simplicity of 
apostolic bishops. I know two manufacturing 
towns in the most deplorable state of distress 
| for want of trade ; all classes in them are go- 
ing to ruin, except the clergy ; in each town 
the clergyman receives more than £2000 
a-year. | never promised to defend such an 
anomalous state of things as this. ‘The Bishop 
of London once stated in the House of Lords, 
that at St. Paul’s Cathedral there are a dean 
and three residentiaries whose income is 
£12,000 a-year ; and twenty-nine clergymen, 


cise of your influence in private, and by your/man their friend, then would the common whose offices are all but sinecures, who have 


personal attendance when contributions are | 
solicited at their several dwellings by the| 
parish officers.’ The queen’s letter was read | 


by me in the parish church yesterday, June | 


11, 1843.” 


«Of the various societies which have been | 
brought before the congregation, they have | 


exercised that right of judging for themselves, 
without which the collections could not be | 
what they are denominated in the queen’s let- | 


ter, ‘ voluntary contributions 7’ and they have | 


hitherto come to the conclusion, that they | 


could better employ their money than in res-| proof that any sentiment is erroneous to say | ters. 


people hear them gladly, and rejoice at the 


thought of more churches and more clergy-| 


men to preach in them. 
“ | acknowledge that these sentiments differ | 


janother £12,000 a-year; and that within a 


short distance there are 300,000 mechanics, 
labourers, beggars, and thieves, in the most 
wretched destitution and neglect. And one 










from those of a majority of the clergy ; and,|of the canons of the cathedral reminds the 
whilst I fearlessly express my own views, [| bishop that the archbishop of Canterbury alone 
do not pretend to judge my clerical brethren. | receives £30,000 a-year, without giving up 


Some of them are influenced by early preju- | 
dices; some blinded by self- interest; and | 
| some, no doubt, have come to a different con- 
clusion, after grave deliberation. 


| master each must stand or fall. But it is no 


To his own | 


any part for the spiritual destitution he so 
deeply deplores. I never promised that I 
would not expose swch enormities and try to 
reform them. Nor did I ever give up my 
liberty of thought and speech in political mat- 
The liturgy, which contains prayers 





ponding to these calls; and in this opinion I| that it differs from the sentiments of the ma- |} | and thanksgivings for cheapness and plenty, 


have coincided, and consequently the printed 
forms which I have been required to fill up 
have been returned with a blank.” 

“To the societies for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, and for Propagating the Gospel 
in Foreign Parts, I object, partly, because by 
their funds books are circulated, and mission- 
aries and chaplains sent, maintaining the doc- 
trines of the Oxford Tracts; and, partly, be- 
cause these funds have been appropriated to 
the support of bishops in our colonies. Of a 
modified system of episcopacy or oversight, in 
which men of piety, learning, and experience, 
but without the adjuncts of wealth and power, 
give to other ministers and congregations the 
benefit of their advice, I approve ; “but of the 
present system of pompous and princely pre- 
lacy, which converts ministers of religion into 
lords over God’s heritage, I do not approve. 


jority, inasmuch as such a rule of judgment | 
would have condemned the protestant reform- 
ers of Germany and of England who were 
once in a small minority. Yet there are 
many who are ready to charge with treach- 
ery to the church, those who, in their opinions 
on ecclesiastical affairs, deviate from the 
beaten track; and it is not uncommon to in- 
sinuate that such deviation on the part of a 
clergyman is an ungrateful return for the 
| bounty he receives from the church.” 

* Men have been too apt to confound the 
terms church and clergy. The clergy and 
the bishops are not the church; nor is the 
Church of England for the bishops and clergy; 
but for the people of England. Church pro- 
perty has been set apart for the good of the 
people, and not to enrich the priesthood. The 
clergy are not the people’s masters, but their 


And however excellent may be those clergy- ministers or servants; not owners of the 





cannot condemn my advocacy of free trade 
which alone can produce cheapness and plenty; 
and the Church Catechism, which says that 
‘my duty towards my neighbour is to love 
him as myself, and to do unto all men, -as I 
would they should do unto me,’ can never ob- 
ject to my seeking for my fellow-creatures all 
those political rights which I enjoy myself.” 
“ Tf, however, it can be shown from compe- 
tent authority versed in ecclesiastical law, 
that my position requires me to preach for any 
institution which the bishops may recommend, 
whether I approve of it or not ; or that I have 
no right to attempt the reform of ecclesiasti- 
cal abuses, I will willingly resign the perpet- 
ual curacy of this parish. So long, however, 
as I occupy my present position, I ‘shall object 





to the being made an instrument fo: extract: 
ing money ‘from the people ; and to the at- 
tempt to change public instructors into men- 
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dicants, whose perpetual ery is ‘ give, give. 
—I object to it as contrary to the very sptrit | 
of religion. It was Gehazi, the servant of | 
Elisha, who coveted the treasures of the, 
wealthy Naaman, : 
rejected them. It was Simon the sorcerer 


: 





lamb of the poor man, determined to take the 
bread of the priests, who had enough and to 
spare. He said to Ahimelech, the priest, 
* Give me five loaves of bread in mine hand, 


but the prophet himself} or what there is present. And the priest 


answered, ‘There is no common bread under 


who thought that religion depended upon/mine hand, but there is hallowed bread ; for 
money, but Peter said unto him, ‘hy money | there was no bread but the shew-bread.’ Da- 


perish with thee ; because thou hast thought | 
that the gift of Gud may be purchased with 
money.’ The thought that much money ts) 
essential to the preaching of the gospel was 
not sanctioned by our Lord himself :—he had 
not where to lay his head; and that which 
was contributed by others for his use, was 
chiefly disposed of in relieving the poor, and 
not in providing wealth for his followers. 
Peter could say, ‘ silver and gold have I none.’ 
Paul preferred to live by his own industry as 





vid not only took this bread, but he took for 
his own use the sword of Goliath which was 
there wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod. 
It was the enlarged view which David had of 
God and of the nature of his service that 
made him dare to enter the tabernacle and 
take from thence food for his nourishment, 
and a weapon for his defence. He had a large 
share of that perfect love which casteth out 
fear. He looked beyond the letter of the sta- 
tute to the spirit and intention of the institu- 


a tentmaker; and when he made collections, | tion; and as the sabbath was made for man, 
it was not for building of churches and pay-| and not man for the sabbath, so he regarded 
ment of ministers, but for the relief of those|the tabernacle, the priesthood, and the hal- 
who were suffering from famine.” lowed bread, as set apart for the good of the 
“So far from the government giving its| people, and not the people for them. Many 
sanction to the attempt of the rulers of the| who make a gain of the church encourage a 
church to obtain more money by means of| superstitious regard for every thing which 
queen’s letters, upright statesmen ought to} appertains unto it; but when the church no 
know that the greatest service they can render | longer serves their turn they show that it was 
to religion is religiously to perform their own | self-interest, and not piety, which gained their 
duty, and to abstain from all interference with | support.” 
that which does not come under their province.| ‘ What then are we to learn from what 
It is for them to protect the persons and pro-| David did? That if, when food was set apart 
perty of her majesty’s subjects; but it is not| by Divine appointment for the priests, it was 
for them to instruct the people in religion, to| right to take it, in case of urgent necessity, 
educate their children, or to manage their| for the service of the people, how much more, 
trade. It is for them to endeavour to pay off| under similar circumstances, may that eccle- 
by degrees the debt of the country ; to avoid | siastical property, which possesses no Divine 
all unnecessary expenditure ; and not to de-| sanction, but which has been given by the 





tice, and govern righteously. The splendid 
teinple of Jerusalem, after forty-six years of 
building, was doomed to destruction by Him 
who said, ‘ The hour cometh and now is, when 
the true worshippers shall worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh 
such to worship him.’ There was property 
in that temple, but he drove out the money- 
changers, and said, ‘ It is written, My house 
shall be called a house of prayer, but ye have 
made it a den of thieves.’ And if he were to 
visit the Church of England, and see the enor- 
mous wealth of prelates and the riches of 
priests, would he not again say, ‘ Take these 
things hence ; make not my Father’s house a 
house of merchandize |’ Such, also, would be 
the language of the reformers of the English 
church ; who, in the Homiiy on the peril of 
idolatry, have these words, * Let others build 
churches; but thou hast another way ap- 
pointed thee—to clothe Christ in the poor, to 
visit him in the sick, to feed him in the hun- 
gry. ‘ Christ sent bis apostles without gold, 
and gathered his church without gold. The 
church hath gold not to keep it, but to bestow 
it on the necessities of the poor.’ ” 


Watch Ever.—Our Lord said to his disci- 
ples, * Watch and pray, lest ye enter into 
temptation.” I have compared the soul of 
man to an outward garden; though it be 
cleansed from weeds, yet, as it naturally pro- 
duces them, if it be not watched, and kept 
clean, the noxious and troublesome weeds will 
sprout again, and if suffered to grow, will 
choke the tender and good seed sown. Our 
hearts are “ deceitful, above all things,” and 


mand from the impoverished people a single | state to the church, be by the state taken | naturally prone to evil ; and as the prophet 


penny of taxation more than is absolutely ne-|}away! That if, when the church was only 
cessary for the preservation of order. And,| moderately provided for by the voluntary 
in this their hour of perplexity, I will venture | tithes and offerings of the people, this act was 
to suggest a way in which the government | justified, how much more when a country pos- 
may withdraw their hand from further tax-|sesses the richest church in the world! That 
ation, and, by paying off a portion of the na. if, when there was but little, such an appropri- 
tional debt, may permanently lighten the pres-| ation of that little to the wants of a few per- 
sure upon the industrious classes. I ask|sons was defended by Christ himself, how 
them, in the words of Christ himself,‘ Have| much more, when the property of the church 
ye not read what David did, when he was an|is more than siz millions a-year, and the suf- 
hungered, and they that were with him?” | fering people, amounting to nearly twenty- 
After enumerating and commenting on| seven millions, would similar conduct be de- 
some of the striking traits of David’s charac-| fended by the same Divine authority! That 
ter, and singular actions of his life, thus oceu- | which David did for himself, and those who 
pying several pages of his pamphlet, the| were with him then, he would do for himself 
author goes on :— and a hungry nation now, if he sat upon the 
“ And now, having considered some of the} British throne; and that which he would do 
actions of this man, who, taken all in all, was| for himself and his followers, would be right 
so great as to be called ‘ The man after God’s | for Queen Victoria and her parliament !” 
own heart,’ I would, at this time of national} “ Even though, asa first step, two hundred 
difficulty, respectfully submit to her majesty’s | pounds a-year were to be left for every church, 
ministers the important question, put by him| which is far more than the income now re- 
who was at once David’s son and David’s| ceived by the greater part of the clergy who 
Lord,— do the work; yet there would remain more 
“¢ Have ye not read what David did when| than four millions a-year, by which to destroy 
he was an hungered, and they that were with | forever an equivalent portion of the national 
him; how he entered into the house of God,| debt, and to diminish the annual taxation of 
and did eat the shew-bread, which was not | the country to that extent. It would be better 
lawful for him to eat, neither for them that|for the cause of true religion, as well as for 
were with him, but only for the priests? The | the state. 
bread that David took was hallowed or conse-| ‘ Let the government be well assured that 
crated bread, set apart for the priests; and|it is not new churches that the Almighty re- 
David, who would scorn to take the single ewe | quires at their hands, but that they seek jus- 


adds, “ desperately wicked ;” and, though by 
the power and sword of the Lord’s Spirit, 
many things may be as it were destroyed and 
dead ; yet if we do not diligently watch in the 
light, the enemy will steal in again, and re- 
vive some of those things which appeared to 
be eradicated, especially such as we are natu- 
rally most inclined to. This state my soul 
has also experienced ; and I think it may be 
alluded to in “ the parable of Christ, relating 
to the unclean spirit goue out of a man,” who, 
wandering about and finding no rest, returned 
to the same house, in man’s heart, which 
being swept and garnished, he taketh the other 
seven spirits, more wicked than himself, and 
they enter in, (to be sure, for want of watch- 
fulness,) and dwell there ; and “ the last state 
of that man,” says Christ, “ is worse than the 
first.” ‘Thus, even one who hath in a good 
measure been cleansed from his iniquity, and 
eased of his inward affliction, may become 
careless, and sufler the enemy ayain to enter, 
unless he keep inward to the Light, watching 
unto prayer. Oh! this inward watching is 
too much wanting among many of the Lord’s 
people; and therefore many have not grown 
in the Truth as they might have done, but 
have come to a loss; and some have quite 
fallen away.—Joseph Pike. 


Riches.—It was the remarkable testimony 
of an eminent elder in the Truth, “ Not all 














the persecutions; not all the apostates, nor all 
the open or private enemies we have ever had, 
have done us, as a Christian Society, the 
damage that riches have dome.” And the 
justness of this observation has been in suc- 
ceeding times abundantly verified and illus- 



















































has generally followed the inordinate pursuit 
of riches and worldly greatness, both to the 


John Barclay. 


Beautiful it is to see and understand, that 
no worth, known or unknown, cao die, even 
in this earth. The work an unknown good 
man has done, is like a vein of water flowing | 
hidden underground, secretly making the earth 
green ; it flows and flows, it joins itself with | 
other veins and veinlets ; one day it will start | 
forth as a visible perennial well.—Carlyle. 
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Those who attended our Yearly Meeting in 
the Fourth month last, will remember the 
lively interest which was felt in the clear, dis- 
criminative, and comprehensive Report pro- 
duced and read from the Committee on Edu- 
cation. This Report was fully approved by 
the Yearly Meeting, and a number of copies 
directed to be printed, sufficient for the sup- 
ply of every family. A standing committee 
was also appointed, agreeably to a suggestion 
in the Report, “ with power to advise and as- 
sist Friends in the arduous task which is 
before them, and whose duty it should be to 
make minute inquiries at stated periods into 
the progress of the concern and the condition 
of the meetings, so as annually to bring the 
subject in a proper shape, before the Yearly 
Meeting, [from which} great benefit would, 
we think, ensue. It would much increase the 
usefulness of that committee, if the meeting 
were to encourage the formation of a fund by 
legacies or donations to be placed in its hands 
for the promotion of education ; for it is mani- 
fest that the difficulties of the case can only, 
in many instances, be overcome by liberal 
pecuniary assistance.” 

That committee in the Sixth month last 
issued a circular addressed to the Quarterly 
Meetings respectively, to which was annexed 
the form of a bequest of personal estate, and 
the form of a devise. As a further means of 
extending the information for the convenience 
of those who may be inclined to dispose of 
part of their worldly substance, in further- 
ance of an object so decidedly praiseworthy, 
and of such incalculable importance to the 
rising generation, we have been requested to 
insert that portion of the circular; being as 
follows :— 


Fund in aid of Education. 
“Tt being very desirable that a fund should 


be raised, for the aid of such meetings as find 
difficulty in establishing and supporting such 


trated on every hand, in the desolation that} 


THE FRIEND. 
mittee on Education to receive and hold lega- 
cies and donations for this object, the subject 
is noticed for the attention of Friends. Dona- 
tions, &c. may be forwarded to the Treasurer, 

| Joseph Snowdon, No. 252 North Fifth street, 

| Philadelphia. Forms of legacies are append- 
ed, viz. :— 

| Form of a bequest of Personal Estate.—* | 

| give and bequeath to A. B. and C. D. and the 





victims of this snare and to their posterity.— | 


|plied toward promoting the concern of the 


|survivor of them, and to the executors and 


administrator of such survivor, the sum of 


in ‘Trust nevertheless, to be paid by my 
said trustees to the treasurer for the time be- 
ing of the Committee on Education, appointed 
by the Yearly meeting of Friends of Philadel- 
phia, (which is held on the third Second-day 
of the Fourth month in each year,) to be’ ap- 













said Yearly Meeting, for the proper education 
of its members.” 

Form of a Devise.—* I give and devise to 
A. B. and C. D. and their heirs, as joint ten- 
ants forever, all that (here describe the pro- 
perty,) together with the appurtenances, in 
Trust nevertheless, for the sole use and bene- 
fit of the Committee on Education, appointed 
by the Yearly Meeting of Friends of Phila- 
delphia, (which is held on the third Second- 
day of the Fourth month in each year,) and 
upon this further Trust, to dispose of and con- 
vey the same, either in fee or for such other 
estate, and in such way and manner as the 
said Committee on Education shall at any 
time direct, order and appoint.” 


AGENCY. 
Daniel Taber, Vassalborough, Maine ; 


Joseph Hoag, Weare, N. H.; and 
Tobias Meader, Dover, N. H., resigned. 
WANTED, 
An active boy about sixteen years old, a 
member of the Society of Friends, from the 
country, to assist in a store in a country town 
near this city. Apply at this office. 
WANTED 
To find situations with a respectable farmer 
or mechanic in the country, for two orphan 
coloured lads, ten and eleven years of age. 
any Friend knows of situations for one or both 
of these children, he is requested to give in- 
formation thereof at this office. 


WANTED 


Situations for a family, recently manumitted 
slaves from Virginia, consisting of a middle 
aged man, his wile, and five children; the two 
eldest daughters quite grown; the third, a 
smart lad of thirteen; the fourth, a girl of 
eleven, and the fifth, a boy about nine years 
old. These people come well recommended 
for honesty and capability, and the man is an 
excellent blacksmith. A situation in the 
country, where the man could work at his 
trade, and the children be placed with different 
families in the neighbourhood, would be very 
desirable. Any Friend knowing of such situ- 
ation, will confer an act of kindness on these 


schools as are recommended by the Yearly | poor people, by giving early information there- 
Meeting; which having authorized the Com- of at the office of this paper. 





Bins DING. 
The title and indexto volume sixteen being 
now delivered to subscribers, those who may 
find it convenient to send their volumes of 
“The Friend” to this office, can have them 
neatly and substantially bound; as also any 
other periodicals or books, and oblige 
Georce W. Taytor. 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM. 
Commitiee on Admissions.—John G. Hos- 
kins, No. 60 Franklin street, and No. 50 
North Fourth street, up stairs; Isaiah Hack- 


er, No. 112 south Third street, and No. 32 


Chestnut street; Samuel Bettle, jr., No. 73 
N. Tenth st. ; Charles Ellis, No. 95 8. Eighth 
street, and No. 56 Chestnut street ; Benjamin 
Albertson, No. 45 North Sixth street, and 
No. 19 High street; Blakey Sharpless, No. 
253 Pine street, and No. 50 North Fourth 
street. 

Visiting Managers for the Month.—-S. 
Bettle, jr., No. 73 North Tenth street; 
Thomas Evans, No. 129 South Third street ; 
Josiah Dawson, No. 318 Arch street. 

Superintendents.—Philip Garrett and Su- 
san Barton. 

Attending Physician.—Dr. Charles Evans, 
No. 201 Arch street. 

Resident Physician.—-Dr. 
Worthington. 


Diep, Ninth month 16th, after a short illness, Saran, 
wife of Isaac Hayes, in the seventy-third ycar of her 
age; a valuable elder of Londongrove Monthly and 
Fallowfield particular meeting. lu the removal of this 
dear Friend the church has lost a pillur, that stood up- 
right in times of difficulty, and unflinchingly bore its 
allotted portion of weight. Deeply attached to the 
ancient doctrines and principles of our Society, she 
mourned over cvery departure from the ancient path, 
and was concerned to inquire for the good old way. On 
the day of her being taken ill,a young man, resident 
with one of her children, was suddenly killed. ‘The 
event deeply affected her; and she expressed the desire 
that mercy might be extended to him, for he had noth. 
ing to pay with. During the progress of the disease, 
her sufferings became very severe, so that moans some- 
times could not be suppressed. On such an occasion 
she quericd, “ Is it wrong to moan?” and added, “ but 
Ido not murmar.” Being inquired of how she felt, 
she answered, “ Very comfortable; the Seed reigns. 
The sting of death is sin. But thanks be to God, who 
has given me the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; so that I can say, Oh death, where is thy sting ? 
oh grave, where is thy victory?” Although the pangs 
of the disease where not mitigated while life lasted, yet 
she met calmly and peacefully the pale messenger 
death. 


Joshua H. 








, at New Bedford, Mass., the 23d ult. Grornce W. 
Baker, in the fifty-second year of his age. In the re- 
moval of this much respected citizen, the public has sus- 
tained a loss that will long be sensibly felt. Possessed 
of a sound and discriminating mind, united with strict 
integrity and uprightness of character, and perseve- 
ringly industrious in all his undertakings, he possessed 
the confidence of the community to an uncommon ex- 
tent, and discharged with entire satisfaction many 
important services of a public and private nature. He 
was a consistent member of the Society of Friends, in 
which his useful services will be much missed. But it 
is upon his deeply afflicted family that this bereavement 
falls with peculiar weight. ‘They have all the support 
that can be derived from the sympathy of their numer- 
ous friends, and from the consoling evidence afforded in 
the peaceful close of the dear deceased, that he is in- 
deed gone from works to rewards. 
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